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NEWSLETTER

Julie Arbeau 
Board President

This month has been a little slower and quieter... well, as slow and easy as anything ever gets here
in Indian Lake Estates!
We have a new interim Board member, Chris Sasser. Chris comes to us with an extensive business
background, and we're all looking forward to working alongside him. I know all of you are just as
excited to see him serving our community. 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Fourth of July. Our Fourth of July celebration at the pavilion with
the Yacht Club was a great success. The food was fantastic, and I want to extend a sincere thank
you to the Yacht Club for putting on such a wonderful event. We appreciate everything you do for
our community.
Our Summer Festival was also a huge success! It's always great to see families coming together,
children laughing and playing, and neighbors enjoying time together. We look forward to seeing
even more families come out throughout the rest of the summer. It's a great way for our kids to
have fun in a safe environment.
I also hope everyone will enjoy the new bingo time slots. In August Betty is moving the time back
one hour to accommodate those who have been asking to move it so they can come. If it proves to
be a good move they will consider keeping it, if not they may go back to 12. If you want to support
Bingo and the new time please show up and show your support. Thank you to everyone involved in
making that happen.
As many of you know, we're now gearing up for berry season, and there's been a lot of work
happening behind the scenes to make sure everything runs smoothly.
I'd like to recognize Al, who has been working hard securing the permits and getting everything
ready for the season. He has selected several groups of harvesters that are licensed and have
experience in berry gathering in all types of terrains. Al Oliveri will be in charge of overseeing the
harvesting assisted by Chris Sasser and Kodi Harkins. Frank and Sherry have been diligently
organizing the picking zones and schedules. 
I also want to make everyone aware of an important issue. We've received reports that some
individuals may be scouting berry patches or even picking berries illegally before the season
begins. To help protect property owners and the berry harvest, the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC) will be patrolling the area. 
If you see anyone trespassing or harvesting berries without permission, please report it directly to
Frank or Kodi. Working together helps protect everyone's property and keeps the season fair for
everyone. 
As always, thank you to all of our volunteers and everyone who works behind the scenes. Indian
Lake Estates continues to thrive because people are willing to give their time, energy, and talents
to make this community a better place.
 
Enjoy the rest of your summer, stay safe, 
and here's to another successful berry season!



Updates from Board MeetingUpdates from Board MeetingUpdates from Board Meeting

Board Meeting 
 August 27th at 7 pm

 in the Clubhouse Ballroom

Welcome Our New Board Member
We are pleased to welcome Chris Sasser to the Indian Lake Estates
Board of Directors.
Chris brings an extensive business background and a wealth of
professional experience to the Board. Chris has been appointed to fill
the remainder of Rob's term through the end of the year, and we are
excited to have Chris join our leadership team.
Please join us in welcoming Chris and thanking him for his commitment
to serving the Indian Lake Estates community.

Thank You for Your Support
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make this month's
community events such a success. We extend our appreciation to all the
volunteers, organizers, sponsors, and attendees who contributed to the
July 4th Yacht Club Celebration and the Summer Festival on July 25.
Both events were well attended and showcased the strong sense of
community that makes Indian Lake Estates such a special place to live.
Your enthusiasm, participation, and support helped create two
memorable occasions for residents and guests alike.
Thank you for being part of these successful events. We look forward to
seeing everyone at future community gatherings!

Looking Ahead
As summer continues, be sure to keep an eye on the community calendar
and watch for announcements about upcoming events, activities, and
gatherings. There are plenty of opportunities ahead to connect with
neighbors and enjoy all that Indian Lake Estates has to offer.
We hope everyone has a safe, fun, and enjoyable remainder of the summer,
and we look forward to seeing you at future community events!



Financial Monthly financial reports are not available until the last week of the
subsequent month. Depreciation costs are estimated based on the 2025

depreciation schedule. 

Collections of 2026 maintenance fees are approximately $400,000 behind where they were at the end of May 2025. This shortfall is primarily due
to owners who have not yet made their required payments. The Board of Directors is actively implementing strategies to improve collections
throughout the remainder of 2026. At the same time, expenditures are being closely monitored to help control costs.
The restaurant reported a deficit of $1,159 for the month of May; however, it remains profitable overall for the year. Golf revenue is also lower,
which is typical for this time of year. Strong revenue generated during the busy winter season helps offset the slower summer months, when
rounds of golf decline while course maintenance expenses remain relatively consistent.



ILE Utility Office Update
Updated Water Service Installation Procedures
Indian Lake Estates Utilities has recently updated its procedures
for new water service installations. Our distribution system
currently includes several dead-end water lines with blow-off
valves. Dead-end water lines can contribute to water stagnation,
reduced water quality, and lower water pressure for customers
served by those lines.
 
To improve system reliability, water quality, and water pressure,
Indian Lake Estates Utilities is transitioning to a looped water
distribution system whenever feasible. As a result, quotes for new
water service installations will now include the cost of any
additional piping necessary to connect to the two nearest
existing water mains. These connections create a looped system
that enhances water circulation and provides more consistent
service for both new and existing customers. Decisions for new
installations is still made by the Utility Board on a case-by-case
basis.

2026 Board of Directors 
Mike Darrow - President
Sue Raychel - Treasurer

Donnie Arbeau - Board Member
Eric Pressley -Secretary 

Juan Lopez - Board Member

ILE Utilities
Office: 863-692-2600

After Hours: 863-368-0771
email: ileuinfo@ilefl.com

Call us to report water issues or request new service.

BOARD MEETINGS
Wednesday, August 8th 

6 pm
Clubhouse Conference Rm



Library News

Open Monday, Wednesday & Friday  10am - 12 pm

Why Libraries and Physical Books Matter More than Ever
 Do you know where the word “library” originated from? It originated from Latin. The Latin word is “liber”
for “book” or “document,” which can be found in “libraria” for “a collection of books” and “librarium” for “a
container for books.” Hence, the word “library.”
According to 2021 statistics, the United States has approximately 125,211 libraries of all types throughout
the U.S., with School Libraries making up most of the libraries with 98,506 (80,500 Public Schools, 17,900
Private Schools, and 160 Bureau of Indian Education-funded Schools). Public Libraries come in second
with a total of 17,586 (9,252 Central Buildings a.k.a. “Main Libraries”; 7,623 Branch Buildings; and 711
Bookmobiles). Specialized Libraries, such as Corporate, Law, Medical, Religious, Research, etc, has
approximately 4,396 libraries; after which comes Academic Libraries (think Harvard, Yale, etc) with 3,697
libraries. Government libraries account for 801 libraries and Armed Forces account for 225 libraries. 
Recently I have learned that Northeast Florida School District (Clay County), which has the most book
removals and restrictions throughout the state, may now consider doing away with libraries in their
senior high schools. The reasons behind this? Adhering to state laws and low turnout rate as more kids
are using their phones/tablets to connect with social media.
It has been proven that physical books improve comprehension and retention, as much as six to eight
times better, as readers absorb and recall information when reading from a physical book due to the
tactile experiences of turning a page, compared to e-readers.
Physical books provide a more immersive and satisfying reading experience, allowing readers to engage
fully without the digital distractions, such as “advertisement pop-ups”, timed alarm reminders, email
notifications, battery running low, etc. The act of holding a book, turning its pages, and even highlighting
passages creates a physical connection that enhances the reading experience, allowing for
uninterrupted reading, and many readers find that physical books help them to relax and focus better,
offering an almost meditative effect.
In addition, reading a physical book often involves social interactions, such as visiting the library, or
bookstore, as well as sharing physical books with friends, which can add to the enjoyment of reading and
offers a sense of accomplishment when returning the finished book to the bookshelf. 
On a health-wise note, reading from paper reduces eye strain compared to screens, making it easier to
read for longer periods of time without discomfort. 
Like many small community libraries such as ours, we are not counted in any of the above statistics
because we run on 100% donated funds from our patrons and donors, and we create fundraisers so that
we can continue to serve our community needs with a wide range of books that stimulate thought
provoking ideas, and also provide a multitude of adventures that will whisk you away for a couple of
hours from the ordinary lives that we all lead. 
The ILE Community Library is a source of pride for our volunteers, patrons, and community. Our patron
base is continually seeing an increase and with school starting in just a couple of weeks, we hope to see
even more young patrons walk through our doors. Our library has over 7,300 books spanning over 20
different genres, and we have some excellent books as well to help our young patrons get started with
their book report. 
We look forward to serving you! 📚



COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Polk County Sheriff’s Citizen’s Assisted Patrol (CAP)
Anyone entering or leaving ILE has likely seen the Polk County
Sheriff’s patrol car at the gatehouse. Sheriff Grady Judd has
established a community watch program called Citizen’s Assisted
Patrol (CAP), which relies on thousands of volunteers across Polk
County to serve as the eyes and ears of the Sheriff’s Office.

The mission of CAP is to observe and report, allowing sworn
deputies to focus on active patrol duties. CAP volunteers commit a
few hours per week or month—on their own schedule—to patrol the
community and watch for unusual activity such as illegal
dumping, vandalism, or suspicious behavior.

Volunteers must complete an application, which is submitted to
the Polk County Sheriff’s Office. Applicants will undergo a
background check, and if accepted, will receive training and
uniforms at no cost.
Snowbirds are especially encouraged to apply.

For more information or to request a CAP application, contact
Frank Miller, ILE CAP Coordinator
f.miller.dir@ilefl.com
You may also visit polksheriff.org and click on Programs and
Services.

Polk County Sheriff’s Office: 863-298-6200
Polk County Animal Control: 863-499-2600

 
If you have any police emergency such as
theft, burglary, suspicious vehicles or
persons, you must contact the Sheriff's office
directly and file a report. Contacting the ILE
office will only delay response time and the
office staff will not have the details to answer
law enforcement questions.  CAPS patrol is
not permitted to approach suspicious
individuals or complete house checks. If you
are going away, we recommend you contact
a friend or neighbor to keep an eye on your
house.

Anyone caught damaging
ILE or personal property
will be prosecuted to the
full extent of the law

ILE Security



Indian Lake Estates
from the 1960s vault...

Take a step back in time with this vintage Indian Lake Estates promotional map, believed to
date from the late 1950s or early 1960s. At a time when much of Central Florida was still rural
and undeveloped, Indian Lake Estates was being marketed as a visionary master-planned
community centered around the natural beauty of Lake Walk-in-Water.
This map showcases the ambitious plans for the development, including residential
neighborhoods, an 18-hole golf course, recreation facilities, business district, clubhouse, and
the community's signature pier extending 1,000 feet into the lake. Many of the street names
and community features shown on this map remain familiar to residents today, providing a
fascinating connection between the original vision and the community that has grown over
the decades.
Lake Walk-in-Water, one of Florida's largest natural lakes, was a major draw for early
residents and visitors alike. Known for its exceptional fishing, wildlife, and scenic beauty, the
lake helped establish Indian Lake Estates as a destination for those seeking Florida's outdoor
lifestyle away from the crowded coastal cities.
Looking closely at the map, it's remarkable to see how much of today's community was
already envisioned more than 60 years ago. What began as a bold development dream in
South Central Florida has become home to generations of residents who continue to enjoy
the area's unique blend of nature, recreation, and small-town charm.



Greetings,

July brought some much-needed rain, resulting in a major
growth spurt throughout the turf and rough areas. Despite the
rapid growth, the team has done an excellent job keeping
fairways, tees, and roughs well-maintained and consistently
mowed.
Aerification of the greens, approaches, and fringes was
completed on July 9, and recovery has been excellent.
Combined with our targeted fertilization program, turf health
and density continue to improve, particularly in weaker areas
of the course. These agronomic improvements will not only
enhance late-summer playing conditions but also provide an
excellent foundation for this fall’s overseeding program.
Our overseeding efforts have consistently improved winter
course conditions and increased seasonal play each year. With
continued support from our members and guests at the 19th
Hole, we are looking forward to another outstanding golf
season.
Thank you for your continued support.

Best Regards,
Danny Lunceford
Golf Course Superintendent

GOLFGOLFGOLF

Hole Sponsor Spotlight
Thank you to KB Realty Team who has

sponsored hole 9 for
2026 - 2029.  KB Realty is located in Indian

Lake Estates on Deland Ave. and is
available to help with the sale of homes

and properties in ILE and beyond. 



GOLFGOLFGOLF

9 & Dine Daily Special

Enjoy an afternoon on the course
followed by a delicious meal — all for
just $35!
Available for tee times starting at 11AM
or later.
Your package includes:

9 Holes of Golf
Cart Included
Choice of Meal + Soda from our
special 9 & Dine Menu
Price includes taxes and server
gratuity!

9 & Dine Daily Special

Enjoy an afternoon on the course
followed by a delicious meal — all for
just $35!
Available for tee times starting at 11AM
or later.
Your package includes:

9 Holes of Golf
Cart Included
Choice of Meal + Soda from our
special 9 & Dine Menu
Price includes taxes and server
gratuity!

 

Visit the Pro-Shop for more details
on membership options and cart

storage fees.

Summer Rates
May 1 - October 31

18 Holes: $28
9 Holes: $19
All you can golf
after 2pm for $20

Open 
7am - 5pm





19  Hole Bar & Grillth





















Anna RiceAnna RiceAnna Rice
$50 Gift Card to the
19  Hole Bar & Grillth

Names are randomly selected from the Blood Donor Honor Roll.
To be eligible for the gift card giveaway, you must donate blood and be listed on the Honor Roll.



Church
Information

 &
 Events



ILE ADMINISTRATION 
General Manager - Shelby Wilson -
shelby.wilson@realmanage.com
Golf Course Superintendent - Danny
Lunceford - golfsupt@ilefl.com
Pro Shop Manager - Robin Samson -
proshop@ilefl.com
Roads & Grounds Supervisor - Tim
Underwood -
timothy.underwood@realmanage.c
om
Restaurant Manager - Andy Ross -
andrera.ross@realmanage.com

2026 ILE Board & General Meetings

Type of Meeting           Dates 
Board Meeting              August 27, 7 pm
Board Meeting              September 24, 7 pm
Board Meeting              October 29, 6 pm
General Meeting           October 29, 7 pm
Budget Presentation   November 12, 7 pm
Board Meeting              November 19, 7 pm
Candidate Night           December 3, 7 pm
Board Meeting              December 10, 6 pm
Annual Meeting            December 10, 7 pm

Indian Lake Estates, Inc. P.O. Box 7395
Indian Lake Estates, FL 33855-7395 

(U.S. Funds Only)

Newsletter Submissions
News articles must be submitted to the Business

Office no later than the 20th of each month.  Email
newsletter@ilefl.com 

 Please keep your article brief and to the point, no
longer than 350 words. Please include your name and
phone number. ILE reserves the right to edit or
decide which articles will be placed in the ILE
Newsletter. For more information, please call the
business office at (863) 692-1433. 

Newsletter Subscriptions 
Newsletter Subscriptions to the Indian Lake Estates

Community News Published every month. 

2026 yearly subscription rates are as follows: 
United States - $21 // Non-U.S. - $25 // Email - Free 

Rates are established by Indian Lake Estates, Inc. and
are subject to change on a yearly basis. Subscriptions
may be made in person at the ILE.
Business Office or by mail. Make checks payable and
send to:

ILE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Julie Arbeau - President

j.arbeau.dir@ilefl.com

Frank Miller- Vice President
f.miller.dir@ilefl.com

Mary Darrow- Treasurer
m.darrow.dir@ilefl.com

Sherry Harkins
s.harkins.dir@ilefl.com

Alan Akouka
a.akouka.dir@ilefl.com

Chris Sasser
c.sasser.dir@ilefl.com

 

Visit your CiraNet portal before each
meeting for the agenda and supporting

documents. 
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